
I trust you’re all spending daily time on lettering and calligraphy. Many of
us are missing the camaraderie of in-person workshops, classes and
conferences. I HAVE been pleasantly surprised at all the online classes
that have cropped up. We now have the chance to study with a growing
list of both domestic and international instructors. Several of these are
longer-term classes with lots of homework—keeping up is a challenge, but
my own lettering is improving!

One thing about SfC online events, it’s easy to join those coordinated by
any regional chapter. For that reason, IE/PV and the San Diego chapter
are looking into sharing some future events and activities, so that we
don’t overwhelm our members. We’ll have more remote activities and
challenges to help you cement what you learn in our workshops and free
programs.

Our envelope exchange was a success! We’ve had requests to do more.
Lettering challenges have also been suggested—we can then have a mini
online exhibit.

Your IE/PV board is busy brainstorming and suggestions from our
membership are always appreciated! Please email me at 
ie-pvpres@societyforcalligraphy.org.

Looking forward to seeing you online,
Kristi Darwick (IG: kadmiumdesigns)
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Hi Alessandra! Thank you for allowing us to interview you for the first Ink
SpotLight segment on our IE/PV Newsletter. As Workshop Coordinator for
our IE/PV group, I'm sure a lot of us would like to get to know you a little
better.

Tell us a little about yourself.
I'm Japanese Brazilian, born and raised in the most populous city in Brazil,
São Paulo. My husband and I lived in Florida for a couple of years before
settling in California. 

How did you get into calligraphy?
In 2016, I attended a Modern Calligraphy class and felt very lost and
frustrated. So I looked for hands with more structure and took my first
Copperplate class and discovered the calligraphy universe.

What is your favorite hand and why?
My favorite hand is always the one I'm studying.

Are there calligraphers that influence or inspire you and who are they?
I'm inspired by all calligraphers, I don't have a favorite. 

What are you currently studying or working on?
I'm studying Ben Shahn Letters, Akim Cursive and variations and learned
some fun lettering with colored pencils.

Is there a favorite resource and/or calligraphy tool you really love to
share with everyone?
IAMPETH's website has many great exemplars and rare books. I like
walnut ink for practice. And recently I started using Bister Inks and
love the earthy colors.

What are some of your calligraphy goals or what would you like to learn
next?
I'm excited to learn Gothicized Italic with Nina Tran.

What have been some of your challenges in calligraphy? And how did
you overcome them?
Regular practice is really challenging for me. I try to practice when I'm not
tired, so early mornings work better for me.

What are the most rewarding parts of calligraphy to you?
Learn something new and make friends. The calligraphy community is
great! 

Any tips for beginners?
To have fun and don’t be too hard on yourself.

Outside of calligraphy, what other hobbies or interests do you have?
Bookbinding, making recycled paper, Sashiko, Pilates.

And lastly.... What do you always have in your fridge?
Fruits and ice cream.

Ink SpotLight with Alessandra Kawakubo

follow Alessandra’s calligraphy
journey on Instagram:
@alessandra_calligraphy

Learn how to make a Alessandra's "Plantable 
Card" on Page 7

https://www.iampeth.com/
https://www.instagram.com/alessandra_calligraphy/
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Bookbinding 

Bookbinding 

Handmade Paper with Pressed
Flowers

Learning Akim

Fun & Funky Lettering



In the span of a few short months, it seemed as if every
single aspect of our lives have changed considerably
including our beloved calligraphy world! In the beginning, I
was mourning the loss of all those great in-person
workshops that I was so very much looking forward to.
Poof! Disappeared. Gone were the days of face to face
camaraderie with fellow calligraphers who know exactly
how you feel about writing because they were the only
ones who understood the euphoric excitement
surrounding paper, ink, nibs, pen holders and other
calligraphy accoutrements. Like so many of you, the
pandemic woke me up to a new reality but after the dust
settled, I realized there is a silver lining in all this. 

The first couple months of confinement and lock-downs
felt overwhelmingly oppressive and I felt zapped of any
creativity, perhaps you felt the same way too? But then I
thought about it and realized that this probably is the
perfect time to study and practice calligraphy like never
before! Never before were we forced to stay at home and
finally have TIME to do the things we enjoy, like
calligraphy!

Being extremely undisciplined in learning on my own, I
knew I would need a push or some sort of structure to get

me back into the calligraphy saddle. With that in mind, I
set off to look at some classes that were beginning to
trickle onto the Zoom platform in early May. But….Zoom?
What was that?! At the time, only a small handful of
teachers were well equipped enough as well as
comfortable enough to run online classes. I decided to take
a class with Barbara Close as a refresher on Italics and let
me tell you, that was one of the best decisions I made this
year. A structured schedule, homework and just getting
that pen back in my hand did wonders for my motivation.
Having a seasoned teacher really helped me feel confident
about my calligraphy progress again and being in a class
“virtually” together with so many others made me realize
how much I truly missed learning with my calligraphy
comrades.

By the time June rolled around, classes were popping up
left and right it seems. Teachers you never thought you’d
have a chance to learn from started to offer classes.
Teachers who lived continents away were now just on the
other side of your computer screen. Teachers who you
normally would have to pay an arm and a leg for were now
affordable and within budget. Bucket List Teachers who
you idolize can now be accessed with the click of a Zoom
call.

Zooming Along with Calligraphy 
During the Pandemic
Winnie Poon Ma (IG: winniepoonma)

https://www.instagram.com/winniepoonma/


If you haven’t taken the leap to enroll in a Zoom course, I
highly recommend you do so. All you   need is a computer
or iPad/Tablet with the Zoom app installed. And don’t
worry about dressing up or looking your best because you
don’t even need to show your face if you don’t want to.
You could be wearing pajamas and fuzzy slippers and
none would be the wiser. The best part is that you will be
at home learning where ALL your calligraphy supplies and
tools are so there’s never a chance that you “forgot to
bring that item” to class. 

There’s plenty of classes out there to be had being offered
by SfC and its regional chapters as well as many other
guilds. The best way to stay informed is to sign up for a
teacher, calligraphy organizer or guild mailing list so you’ll
be the first to know of any classes that may pop up. Some
classes are limited in size so it’s first come first serve for
those. And if you end up missing out on a class, I’m pretty
sure it will be offered again in the near future as that
seems to be the norm. Also be aware of the time zone the
class will be held in and to make sure they offer
recordings of the class if you cannot join live. There’s an
abundant amount of opportunity to learn calligraphy right
now from the comfort of your home and I really
recommend you seize this silver lining moment of the
pandemic by taking some great online calligraphy
courses. 

Oh! And here’s a pro tip: be sure to mute your microphone
during class. Happy Zooming!

Before I knew it, I was on calligraphy class bender,
spiralling out of control and wanting to take everything in
sight. Topics I never considered before were now making
me take a second look and having me fall in love with
gilding, embossing, watercoloring and the like. Hands that
have been on my learning wishlist for years now were
finally being crossed off. It seemed as if all calligraphy
teachers were jumping on the bandwagon of online
teaching at least until things return back to normal.
There’s no doubt calligraphy classes on Zoom will not fade
away anytime soon; in fact, the pandemic may have been
the very push needed to get many of these teachers up to
speed with this new “modern” way of teaching. Sure, there
are occasional technical issues, and some classroom
hiccups here and there but for nearly every single Zoom
class I’ve taken (and let me tell you, there’s been many),
they all have been a very positive experience.

follow Winnie’s calligraphy
journey on Instagram:
@winniepoonma

https://www.instagram.com/winniepoonma/


I have my inexpensive
Amazon slant board. I love
how spacious it is and that
I get to clip things to it.

Thank you to Mr. Ed Fong for
helping me find this steal of a
deal for the drafting table -
$150 on Craigslist!

"My Calligraphy Workspace" with Syeda Ullah

follow Syeda’s calligraphy
journey on Instagram:
@syeda_calligraphy

In this issue we're visiting the workspace of first year university student, Syeda Ullah, who is the Secretary of our IE/PV chapter as
well as the youngest member of SfC! She has not one but TWO desks! Let's take a look at where she creates her art at, through her
own photos and words.

I have my general supplies
(nibs, holders, pens, ink,
paint) to the right side
planted on top of my little
brother's old onesie.

On top of the slant board are my
daily essentials. I have my
warmup/drills notebook, practice
paper, and my journal. I'm currently
trying out a bujo which I have fell in
love with.

If you look up, you will spy a
giant picture of my baby brother
along with a bag of hunky anime
dudes for inspiration.

To the right is my
drafting arm . It's
where I keep some
spare tape stuck to it
followed by my handy
dandy pencil pouch.

This is my computer/homework desk but I
keep a majority of my supplies right here on
the pegboards. I have regular pens and
pencils tucked under that mount which are
decorated with pins and some of my
brother and I's favorite cars. On the
 top, there are containers for my
penholders and brushes.

Lastly, the pegboard wall is my favorite.
Besides keeping my supplies, it also serves
as my wall of memorabilia so there are
some polaroids, two giant artwork pieces of
mine, and artwork from friends.

https://www.instagram.com/syeda_calligraphy/


Alessandra Kawakubo’s Plantable Card

1

2
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Directions:
Make a Mould and Deckle (instructions here:

https://www.paperslurry.com/2014/08/01/make-

mould/) or purchase one from Etsy.

You will be making hand made paper using this method:

https://www.paperslurry.com/2014/05/19/how-to-

make-handmade-paper-from-recycled-materials/

Alessandra made handmade paper from recycled

materials such as junk mail, old homework sheets and

milk cartons (removing the polyethylene from both sides

first). For the milk carton, she used her shredder and then

soaked the pieces in hot water and left it overnight

before making the pulp.

Pull thin sheets of paper from the mould and deckle and

remove the water (following the instructions in the link

above).

Next, add seeds to various areas of the card and then add

a little glue around the border of the paper. Carefully fold

the paper in half and press the sides together. Let the

card air dry.

After the card dries, just draw and color carefully.

Then send them off with love and care. Be sure to include

a copy of the seed packet instructions so your recipients

will know how to plant them.

This Summer, Alessandra has been making plantable cards with her children. They sent them to friends and family and also

gifted them to the children’s teachers and school workers. What a lovely gift! Recently, I saw a photo and they looked like

so much fun that I asked her to share with us how to make these.

In the photos, Alessandra and her family drew sunflowers on top of where the seeds are. You can see and feel a 3D effect

on her cards.

Pro tips: (1) For small seeds, just add it to the pulp and then there’s no need to fold the card into two layers. In general,

smaller seeds are easier to use for this project. (2) When adding larger seeds to the card, make sure you add it to half of

the paper/card as you will be folding the other half over to enclose the seeds. (3) When mailing, please don’t forget to add

padding so your card won’t get crushed. (4) Also, don’t forget to add extra postage as well if you’re sending a bulkier card.

Thank you so much Alessandra for sharing and inspiring us to make this fun and creative project!

Tip: Write the name of the plant seed on your card for easy
identification.

https://www.paperslurry.com/2014/08/01/make-mould/
https://www.paperslurry.com/2014/05/19/how-to-make-handmade-paper-from-recycled-materials/


IE/PV Summer Envelope Exchange
In early June, we kicked off our first IEPV Summer Envelope Exchange. Having been away from SfC activities for a few

months by then due to the pandemic, it was a great way for us to participate remotely calligraphy-wise. It was also an

opportunity to create and send envelopes to fellow IEPV members and to get to know each other a little bit more. We hope

you enjoy the photos of some of the envelopes received by members below. If you happen to miss the exchange the first

time around, we are in the plans of setting up for a Fall Postcard Exchange with the San Diego SfC region for anyone who

wishes to join. Please keep a lookout for that in your inbox sometime in October.

Elaine Sartain,
Paula Leman,  Lona Lee Alessandra Kawakubo Winnie Poon Ma Kristi Darwick

Van Bigelow Dana Dunaway Kristi DarwickKaren Chapman

Kristi Darwick Karen Chapman Elaine Sartain Winnie Poon Ma



In 2019, Amy Spencer led a wonderful program for our IE/PV chapter—we made books, using the covers from great

vintage volumes that Amy provided. We had scheduled another in-person class with her for 2020—Long-Stitch

Bookbinding, until the pandemic put the kibosh on that. Amy, being very flexible, worked with us, to teach her first online

mini-workshop, rescheduled for August. Below are the pictures the participants sent to us, featuring the beautiful books

they made. Enjoy!

Bookbinding with Amy Spencer 

Susan Bauguess Marjorie Grace Sayers Alessandra Kawakubo

Lona Lee

Elena CaruthersFredi Juni

Kelli JangElaine Sartain

Marian Oshiro Evelyn EldridgeAndromeda Salvador Tang

https://www.instagram.com/aestusbookarts/


Contain the words, Inland Empire/Pomona Valley OR IE/PV, as well as

Society for Calligraphy or SfC

Reflects calligraphic skill.

Hardcopy submission is permissible, provided it is scalable (feel free to

check with us).

Digital 1200 ppi; scalable for use on website (72 ppi), fliers, posters,

banners, while retaining significant detail.

Provide black and white version. Additional color version is optional.

Entrants do not need to be a member of IE/PV SfC

 Winning entry will be property of IE/PV SfC

Multiple entries may be submitted.

IE/PV may modify the original art to meet their needs

IE/PV board reserves the right not to select a winner from the submitted

entries.

The finalists will be chosen by the IE/PV board, based on how well the

design meets our needs. This will be a blind vote; the name of the

designers will not be disclosed until after the vote.

The winner will be awarded a free workshop hosted by the IE/PV

chapter.

Entries must be received by November 6th, 2020. Send to Kristi Darwick, 

All participants will be notified, via email, within a week following the

selection.

Requirements:

Submission:

Winner:

Timeline:

ie-pvpres@societyforcalligraphy.org 

or, 2455 Oakleaf Canyon Rd, Walnut, CA 91789-3435.

For more information, contact Kristi Darwick at 

ie-pvpres@societyforcalligraphy.org

IE/PV Logo Design Contest

Samples of SfC Logos

We're having a logo contest and we
would like your help in designing a new
logo for the IE/PV chapter. The logo will
be used for all chapter bulletins,
correspondences, posters, banners and
flyers. Please see the contest rules and
requirements to the right. 

Be creative and spread the word!
Contest is open to all. Good luck!



LISA KIM (IG:luvtbug)

Lisa recently fractured her middle finger of her right

(writing) hand and had these tips for us.

Since I cannot hold my pen properly with my fingers (I am

wearing protective gear on my middle finger), I started to

like flexible nibs such as Brause 66EF and Gillott 303 for

my practice.  I can still effortlessly draw swells or keep my

lines thin enough only with my two finger grip.

Also, I feel more comfortable using a thicker pen holder

which makes it possible for the larger surface of the pen to

be held by two finger grip. I am currently using the carrot

holder by Yoke Pen Company, and an old version of holder

from InkMeThis. These both give me a wider surface for

my grip.  Lastly, I use crystal walnut ink from John Neal.

This is truly a money saver when it comes to a practice

because once you buy it, it doesn't run out for a very

long~~~~ time. When I mix the walnut ink, I mix a few

drops of Gum Arabic to reduce the feathering and

bleeding, and Ox Gall Liquid to make the flow of ink better.

These two mediums make it possible to write on more

variety papers other than those papers made just for

calligraphy practice.

LYNDA DE LA ROSA (IG: lyndaswritehand)

My primary resource for inspiration are Instagram posts

from fellow calligraphers, from beginners to the many

experts out there.  It’s always nice to see how others add a

personal touch.

One of my favorite tools is a soft clear blotter, which

provides a soft writing surface and it also works great on a

lightbox, which can be a bit rigid.   I have two sizes, one

specifically for remote use (lightbox, my office desk,

travel) and a larger one as a blotter for my home desk.

LINDA YOSHIDA (IG: lindayoshida)

My favorite resource is the book "Foundations of

Calligraphy" by Sheila Waters. Published by John Neal

Books since 2006, it is now in its 4th printing and remains

one of the "bibles" of broad edge calligraphy instruction. It

is such a great reference and source of knowledge for

beginners and seasoned calligraphers alike. The book not

only goes over the history, basis, and instructions of many

broad edge scripts, there is also recommended reading for

further study for each section, as well as an extensive

section of layout and design principles. Of course, Sheila's

beautiful calligraphic masterpieces are presented

throughout the book, many printed in full-color. Her

teaching style is clearly presented in the text, and when I

read certain passages, I can almost hear them in her voice

and it makes me smile. :) Foundations of Calligraphy is a

must-have for anyone who is serious about broad edge

calligraphy.

SYEDA ULLAH (IG: syeda_calligraphy)

There are so many tools for calligraphy it's kind of hard to

choose! I think I would say my penholder is my favorite

tool because a good, decent penholder does make a huge

difference when it comes to writing. It doesn't have to be

anything expensive, a $12 wood one is a drastic difference

to a plastic one, especially for oblique holders. That's

because it affects whether or not your nib is angled

correctly, does it feel comfortable in your hand and so on

and so forth. And if it looks pretty that's an extra

motivational boost! I also think Instagram is a great

resource for calligraphy. Although sometimes it can serve

as a blessing or a curse. But it's a good way to track your

progress, network with fellow calligraphers who share the

same passion, and find inspiration. Sometimes it's a bit

hard when you see all these wonderful calligraphers on

your feed, but focus on your progress and refer to others

as inspiration to continue this elegant artform.

Creative Minds Want to Know!
So we asked a few members of the IE/PV chapter:

“What is your favorite resource or tool 
that you use in calligraphy?”

https://www.instagram.com/luvtbug/
https://www.instagram.com/lyndaswritehand/
https://www.instagram.com/lindayoshida/
https://www.instagram.com/syeda_calligraphy/


Upcoming IE/PV Workshops

Introduction to Gothicized Italic
with Nina Tran (Online Workshop)

Wednesday, September 9, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm (check-in)

Saturday, September 19, 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Sunday, September 20, 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Saturday, September 26, 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Sunday, September 27, 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Watercolor Poppies and Morse-Deco Lettering 
with Mina Taylor (Online Program)

Saturday October 17, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Captivating Cadel Capitals
with Vivian Mungall (Online Workshop)

Saturday  October 24, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Flourishing Text
with Schin Loong (Online Workshop)

Saturday November 21, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Foundational Hand
with Yukimi Annand

Saturday  March 20, 2021

Sunday March 21, 2021

*Please refer to the calendar page on the SfC Website for

further info or contact our Workshop Coordinator,

Alessandra Kawakubo at iepv.sfcworkshops@gmail.com.

Looking for Contributors

We're looking for contributors who have recently

attended an IE/PV workshop (or other classes/workshops)

to do a write up for future issues. A short recap of the class

and what you learned along with a couple photos is what

we're looking for. Also if you are an expert on teaching a

calligraphy related project, useful software/app that

others could learn from, we'd love to hear from you. If

you're interested in contributing, please contact us. 

Birthday Requests

Hello & A Quick Heads Up!

In the very near future, we will be collecting birth dates

(month/day) from anyone in IE/PV who wishes to share.

Once collected, birth dates will be posted in this

newsletter based on the respective month/season so you

can surprise your fellow IE/PVer with a birthday greeting

(or more) if you wish!

Syeda Ullah made this card with scrapbook paper,
watercolor paper and layout paper.

Contact Us!

If you have any questions, suggestions, comments, ideas or

would like to be featured in future issues of the

newsletter, please reach out to Winnie Poon Ma at

iepvnews@gmail.com.

Inky Bits
Miscellaneous bits and bobs from the IE/PV chapter

https://www.instagram.com/anintran/
https://www.instagram.com/minas.manuscripts/
https://www.instagram.com/vivian_mungall/
https://www.instagram.com/openinkstand/
https://www.instagram.com/yukimi_annand/
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/Calendar

