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A Real Holiday Treat 

On December 3, 2022, a group of enthusiastic guild members met at the Scripps Ranch Community 

Center to attend the first in-person program since March 2020. The program, led by President Kristi 

Darwick, was Gelli-Printing with Printers’ Inks. Kristi brought a treasure trove of supplies to use as well 

as round Gelli-plates to transfer ink onto paper. Members used deli paper, rice paper, copy paper and 

scraps of better paper, to create beautiful designs that could then be used for collage, cards and any 

project  you can imagine. Kristi brought printer inks and acrylic paints as well as stencils, texture plates 

and plant materials, feathers and rubber stamps to use for masking. Participants also brought their   

favorite acrylic colors, beautiful plant materials, and stencils - we all shared. In addition to the wonder-

ful experience of seeing members in person, exceptional art was made! Everyone had different results, 

and it was a pleasure to look at the tables filled with colorful pages and interesting designs.  Kristi      

encouraged us to experiment and the results were really fun. 

 

   

Kristi shows Yvonne and Andrea  
some tips on using the Gelli-Plates 

3 inch round Gelli-plates were used to 
transfer inks and paint to paper 

We ended up with lots  

of colorful samples 

“It was a nice treat to be together in person to play with the Gelli-
plates. Thanks to Kristi, we had so many tools at our disposal.  
Especially liked the effect using yarn with varying lengths of fiber.  
Enjoyed the opportunity of brayering the rolling stamps and holly 
leaves. It gave us the chance to see different effects achievable with 
the Gelli-plate and will definitely be something I can use in the future.” 
                                                                                              Janice Shigehara                                                                                                                                            



Andrea sets up  

her work space 

Marissa and Nelly were very productive,  

creating colorful designs with their Gelli-plates 

Ellen and Elizabeth used interesting  

colors and tools to use as masks 

A few samples of Elizabeth’s borders 



Members’ 

Work 

“It was great to be back into our first ‘in-person’ workshop.  We all had so much 

fun.  Most of us have never tried the Gelli-Plate before, so everyone was helping 

each other.  All I all, we had a fabulous afternoon!”  Nelly Roberts 



 

Thank you for the enthusiastic participation in our virtual Study Group sessions. Romans Study Group has 

been going strong since September 2021. While we started with the aim of reviewing the basics, the basic 

concept has evolved into sessions where we usually have a very quick review of a concept or technique, 

then move on to our main topic. This past year, one session focused on Imre Reiner’s work. The next       

session moved on to study Adolf Bernd’s work. We then planned one session to look at Peter Thornton’s 

unique capitals, some inspired by Bernd’s work.  

Peter has always been very generous and has marked some of his workshop handouts “OK to be shared.” 

When Kristi let him know we wanted to study his work, he sent more samples. We extended to several    

sessions! We enjoyed that so much, that we decided to next look at the work of Sherri Thornton, his wife. 

She has always given credit to Peter, as an early mentor and long-time influence in the development of her 

calligraphic style. Sherri, as a stellar artist with a very individual style, doesn’t stop with letters. She adds 

paint, collage, colored pencil, and more, to create beautiful compositions. Early on, she also developed 

Kersals, her own versions of versals, which has since been much copied and taught by others.  

Veronica Phillips has taught multiple times, both online and in-person, for the San Diego chapter, as well as 

for other SfC chapters and for our parent-group. Veronica also gives Peter credit as an early influence. And 

it’s very evident in her “funky Romans,” which she uses throughout her very prolific art practice. Veronica 

will present for our study group on February 3, with more engagements in the works. (Veronica is also 

scheduled to lead a paper crafts workshop for us, on Feb 11. (For more info, see Calendar section on our 

website.). Veronica’s letters fit beautifully with our study of Sherri’s work.  

San Diego Now Has Two Virtual Study Groups  

Margaret Makaltses used acid-free tiles to make  

pieces from the latest Romans Study Group.    



Let’s Make Finished Pieces Study Group 

We recently held our inaugural session of the Let’s Make Finished Pieces Study Group. Initially held on 
a Sunday afternoon, the group has overwhelmingly voted to move to Friday evenings - fewer conflicts! 
Our initial plan is to review the Fundamentals of Design and how they apply to our own work. We also 
hope to schedule workshops which further build on this. Additionally we have started a Facebook 
group, where we can encourage, make suggestions, provide critiques, and so forth. The goal is that our 
members will be able to create pieces they love and will want to display in a San Diego exhibit, either 
virtually, or locally!  

Kristi’s handouts were in worksheet format describing the Elements of Design: line, shape, form, value, 
color, space, texture and time and motion, known as the building blocks of composition.  As we moved 
through the worksheets, Kristi explained how each one impacted our composition and gave examples 
of each.  We then learned about the Principles of Design, which are focused on composition. 

With colored pencils Kristi showed how various shades offer 
contrast, such as dark to light, which helps the subject pop, 
which helps make it stand out.  Colors can be blended into 
graduated values. 

Balance, as a design element, gives visual stability 
and emphasis.  We saw samples of symmetrical 
balance and “off” balance.  It can help lead viewer’s 
eye towards places on the page.   

New Postage Rates 

The USPS announced last week that our postage stamps will  

be more expensive!  Letters up to 1 ounce will now be $.63, 

domestic postcards will be $.48 and International letters and 

postcards will be $1.45.   Stamps labeled “Forever” will auto-

matically give you the most current rate for your piece.   



 

Our Favorite Tools 

We thought it would be interesting to poll members and find out what tools are bringing them the most joy 

these days.  We got some very interesting answers!  Thanks to those who participated.   

 

Michelle Morin:  “My favorite tools are fountain pens and inks, acrylic paints and a Gelli-plate.  Also, water-

color paints and a dagger brush.  And of course, my calligraphy and art library.  I love my books!” 

 

Yvonne Perez-Collins:  

• “One ounce Nalgene bottle, for favorite inks (Walnut, Higgins Eternal and Moon 

Palace Sumi). Leakproof and handy for all nib widths and you can see how far 

the pen is dipped 

• Label Maker - to list contents and contact info on plastic containers, glass spice 

jars and mini-spray bottles 

• Proportional Scale - To get accurate measurements when reducing or enlarging 

finished work. Helps with figuring out size of art to create to fit into a frame you already have” 

 

Helen Lebowitz:  “The tools I have used have centered around the Pigma pen, pointed pen and markers.  I 

also like to use colored pencils and watercolor.” 
 

Kathie Prosi-Urbano:  “My trusty number 2 pencil and a micron pen. Round paint brushes, various sizes. And 

the Wedge Brush.  And of course, the pointed pen with Nikko G, Brause 66EE and Giollot 303 nib sizes.” 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Cindy Haller: “My current favorite tool - the Speedball B Series nibs.  These monoline nibs can translate a 

number of historical hands into simple alphabets with lots of variations, along with experimental styles. I find 

that they require a steady hand, and a slower tempo - it’s a good discipline for tool control, even if monoline 

lettering isn’t a favorite style in general.”  Below, Cindy’s funky treatment of the word Monoline . 

 

Ginger Cook:  “Some of my favorite projects lately incorporate drawn letters.  

I’m loving the Blackwing pencils and my Tombow Mono Zero eraser.” 



Member Spotlight -  Janice Shigehara 

Since we started using Zoom in 2020 to connect with members, many more folks from outside the southern California area have 
joined the guild.  Out-of-state and international members now abound and we welcome all to share our love of calligraphy and the 
related arts.  We thought it would be interesting to include a member introduction to our guild community to get to know one    
another.  Janice is a long-time member of the guild and regularly participates in workshops and programs.  And she has held board 
positions for several years.   

In the 4th grade I had a rather progressive teacher, Mr. Aliano, who introduced us to the 
arts. At some point, I was singled out as having excellent penmanship. So the seed was 
planted that I could be good at this.  

Fast forward to the 1980s, and after a move to San Diego I found out about San Diego     
Fellow Calligraphers. Thanks to workshops taught by Claude Mediavilla, Sheila Waters, Carl 
Rohr,  Louie Lemoine, Barbara Close, Carrie Imai, Yukimi Annand, Amity Parks and many 
others, my interest in calligraphy grew. We also had wonderful calligraphers within the San 
Diego guild like Doug Boyd and Lisabet Wilson, who further stimulated my interest in       
calligraphy.  

 

With Covid, Zoom classes have been a wonderful resource, bringing classes near and far to our 
fingertips. Especially enjoyable have been classes that involve new card structures to which            
calligraphy can be added such as Suzie Beringer’s Dirds class or learning some technique to add 
life to calligraphy, as opposed to just learning the various hands or fonts. 

In my work life, I was a Registered Dietitian and Certified Diabetes Educator. Although I enjoyed working with clients to 
help them achieve better health through improved diet and lifestyle changes, I would often think of a time when my 
schedule could be structured as I wished.    

So in retirement, I now have free time to pursue other interests - calligraphy, as well as dying scarves in indigo, which 
are sold at the Visions Textile Museum at Liberty Station, and other creative pursuits that seem interesting. I also now 
have time to spend preparing more home-cooked meals and experimenting in the kitchen.  

The adage “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again” is one I believe in. It may take awhile, but persistence usually 
pays off and, if not consult an authority to get you through the difficult spots. We can all learn from one another, and 
the calligraphic community, I find, is a most generous one from the standpoint for sharing ideas and supporting one 
another. It has been my good fortune to be a part of the San Diego Society for Calligraphy as a member and secretary 
for 2 years, as well as being a member of the Ocala Calligraphy Guild both of which have definitely enriched my life. If 
given the opportunity to serve in  a guild, I would heartily encourage it. It can enhance your skills in ways you may not 
foresee and broaden your network of friends and contacts, while contributing in a significant way to the guild.  

                      (Below: Some of Janice’s indigo-dyed tops and scarves) 

Janice Shigehara 

Janice’s Dird 



Text and Texture—Folded Pen and Color Blending 

Presenter: Yukimi Annand 

What a treat to study with Yukimi. Our first glimpse was when we printed her gorgeous handouts, in        
preparation for the workshop. During class, she talked about the fundamentals of using a folded pen. Then 
we were on to enjoyable exercises, where she shared some of the nuances that were possible! Yukimi makes 
learning a new tool and techniques so enjoyable!! We started with strokes and letters in boxes and rows, 
written with sumi ink. Then we moved to colorful compositions written with acrylic ink, blending and tinting  
wells of our chosen three colors - these made for beautiful gradations as we wrote. We then used those 
letters to form trees and flowers. Wow! We are looking forward to more classes with Yukimi! Aren ’t we lucky 
to have this talented instructor as a member of SfC! 

Thanks to Shirley 

Wong for sharing her 

pictures from 

Yukimi’s workshop. 



Neuland and Embossing 

Presenter: Sue Greenseth 

Above: Member Lona Lee’s pieces from the workshop 

My mind is a bit blown learning the subtleties of Neuland as taught by Sue Greenseth. Just L VE 

Layout and pen manipulation. For the two Keep the Faith versions, I used two pen widths with decorative techniques shared 

by Sue. The rest are going through severe self-criticism. For All You Need is Love, I was inspired by Sue’s Neuland and the 

words from The Beatles that she penned and embossed. I had planned on writing the bottom half to read left-to-right rather 

than upside down, until I actually started writing and redid it this way 3 times! For the final piece shown, I woke up feeling 

ambitious about embossing. I used 140 lb. Stonehenge hot press (oof!) and I couldn’t find any red paper so I cut up a red cook-

ie box. Can you tell the purpose of the red triangles? One of Sue’s suggestions was to replace a jot or negative space with 

some fun elements. I was going for arrows like “in” and “out” to reflect the quote.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                       Lona Lee 

all the opportunities for 



 

Upcoming Events 

 

Roman Study Group   (Member Led)  

Friday, February 3        Zoom 6:30 - 8:00 PST              

Special Guest Veronica Phillips will demonstrate Press and Release Romans.   

Click here for more information. 

 
 
 

 
Napkin Play: Creating booklets, tags, pockets and more!   
Saturday, February 11        Zoom 1:00pm - 4:00pm PST      Presenter, Veronica Phillips 
 

Join us for an adventure into the wonderful world of decorative napkins! We will start 

with choosing our napkins and using them in creative and fun ways to make stunning 

pamphlet booklets in a variety of sizes. After we sew our single signature pamphlet 

books, we will design our own pockets, tags and other ephemera using our napkins. Use 

these pieces to add to your pamphlet books or keep them for other books and projects 

that you create. You will have loads of tips and tricks all along the way. There is nothing 

like the feel and touch of these booklets fashioned from your favorite napkins. One word of caution—after you make one, these 

are definitely addicting!!   Click here for more information. 

 

Let’s Make Finished Pieces Study Group   (Member Led)  
Friday, February 24,   Zoom 6:30 - 8:00 PST   Click here for more information. 
 
Roman Study Group   (Member Led)  
Friday, March 10  Zoom 6:30 - 8:00 PST  Click here for more information. 
    
The Letters of Imre Reiner  

Saturday and Sunday, March 11- 12    Zoom 9:30am - 4:30pm PST     Presenter,  Julie Wildman 

We will look at many samples of Reiner’s work and analyze how he created his letter-

forms. We’ll try tools and exercises to mimic his style until it becomes our own. His wide 

variety of letters, written and drawn are inspirational. We’re sure to come away full of 

ideas and our own unique letters on paper.  Click here for more information. 

 

Let’s Make Finished Pieces Study Group  (Member Led)  

Friday, March 17     Zoom 6:30 - 8:00 PST 
Sue Greenseth will demo adding a graphic element to our calligraphy.  Click for more information. 

 
Roman Study Group   (Member Led)  
Friday, April 7     Zoom 6:30 - 8:00 PST 
San Diego SFC member Nina Tran will present Monoline Roman Minuscules     Click here for more information. 
 

 

 

https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5116159
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5048485
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5136915
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5116172
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-4900392
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5136918
https://societyforcalligraphy.org/event-5117334


Tidbits and Guild News 

Library Exhibit 

More details will be coming soon about our upcoming Library Exhibit, opening in April.  Reminder to add 

to your calendar . . . We will be collecting framed pieces from March 19 - 22.  And we need volunteers to 

help set up the exhibit on March 30 or 31 (TBA).  Please consider entering a piece of your work. 

 

The Graceful Envelope Contest 

Here is information on this years contest . . .While the term ‘fan mail’ is 

about a century old, folks have been addressing personal messages to 

their heroes and idols for as long as there have been famous people and a 

postal service. Fans want their mail to stand out. So, use your creativity to 

design an envelope that would capture the attention of an actor, artist, 

athlete, politician, singer, writer or other public figure, living or dead.  

Address your fan mail to your choice of celebrity c/o the Graceful Envelope Contest—and try to make 

the postage part of your design.    

For full details go to https://www.calligraphersguild.org/envelope.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Board of Directors 

Kristi Darwick, President 

Carol Weston, Treasurer 

Laurie Coe, Secretary  

Wendy Telford, Exhibits 

Follow us on Instagram @sdsocietyforcalligraphy                                                 

www.societyforcalligraphy.org 

https://www.calligraphersguild.org/envelope.html

